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. U.S. Customary Units

Physical Science Notes 1
Measurement 1

The US uses different units than most other countries in the world,

Since science experiments must be { ¢ DP&-&C{ in order to be
\

considered valid, scientists cannot use this system.

U.S. Customary Units are derived from the Brrh i)'f\

measurement,

Some examples include:
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The Metric System — (Le Systeme Internationale d'Unites)

Created by scientists in the 1700’s

Updated in the 1960’s .

Based on multiples of | 0.

Metric System Base Units

Measurement Unit of Measure Abbreviation
Length me e v
Mass }({‘ lagram Ka
Time Sethad 5
Temperature Kelvin K
Electrical Current QA Eve A
Amount of Substance mble ol
Intensity of Light cancelo Cd




*  Metric System Prefixes

* The metric system is based on multiples of ’D .

= Prefixes are used to indicate which multiple of l Y should be used

with the units

Prefix Abbreviation Multiplying Factor
Kilo- A 1000

Hecto- h 100

Deca- da 10

Deci- d A

Centi- e Ol

Milli- NN 001

Micro- A 000001

* [f there is no prefix, the multiplying factor is _l_ .

*  Another way of looking at the relationship between these prefixes is to
say that:
o 1 kilometer = 10 hectometers = 100 decameters = 1000 meters

o 1 meter = jU decimeters = Jf centimeters = _{ Q¥ millimeters
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